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Accusations 

Paul has a police record – “treated outrageously in Philippi” v.2  

Paul is heretical -  “spring from error” v.3   

Paul has an agenda -   “impure motives” v.3 

Paul is deceptive – “trying to trick you” v.3 

Paul  in fear of man – “pleasing people” v.4 & 6 

Paul is greedy – “on a mask to cover greed” v.5   

 

Ministering Sacrificially  

But in everything commending ourselves as servants of God, in much endurance, in afflictions, 

in hardships, in distresses, in beatings, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness, 

in hunger. 2 Corinthians 6.4-5 

 

Ministering Out of the Truth  

But it was because of the false brethren secretly brought in, who had sneaked in to spy out 

our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage. But we did not yield 

in subjection to them for even an hour, so that the truth of the gospel would remain with you. 

Galatians 2.4-6 

 

Ministering with Pure Motives 

Some, to be sure, are preaching Christ even from envy and strife, but some also from good 

will;  the latter do it out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the gospel;  the 

former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition rather than from pure motives, thinking to cause 

me distress in my imprisonment. Philippians 1.15-17 

 

Ministering with Transparency  

Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose heart. Rather, we 

have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort the 

word of God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to 

everyone’s conscience in the sight of God. 2 Corinthians 4.1-2 

 

Ministering with Financial Integrity  

We want to avoid any criticism of the way we administer this liberal gift.  For we are taking 

pains to do what is right, not only in the eyes of the Lord but also in the eyes of man.  

2 Corinthians 8.20-21 



 

Give preference to one another in honor. Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is 

right in the sight of all men. If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men. 

Romans 12.10, 17-18 

 

Ministering to Please God  

Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him.  

2 Corinthians 5.9 

 

For you were formerly darkness, but now you are Light in the Lord; walk as children of Light . . . 

trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. -Ephesians 5.8-9 

 

Jesus Pleased the Father 

“So that the world may know that I love the Father, I do exactly as the Father commanded Me.” 

John 14.31 

“And He who sent Me is with Me; He has not left Me alone, for I always do the things that 

are pleasing to Him.” John 8.29 

 

Cost of Pleasing Jesus 

People will misunderstand you 

People will judge and reject you 

People will become jealous 

People will seek to undermine your influence 

 

Rewards of Pleasing Jesus  

Glorifies Father God 

Models an obedience that leads to joy 

Pathway to loving and building up others 

Causes others to know their identity in Christ 

Keeps us from making poor decisions 

Always know our goal and purpose 

 

 

 

 

 

 


