
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
          July 29, 2020 
 

“When the foundations are being destroyed, what can the righteous do?” Psalm 11.3 
 

Dear GVBC family, 
 
In 1919 and in the aftermath of the madness of WWI, William Butler Yeats wrote the poem “The Second 
Coming” in which he penned the lines 
 

“Things fall apart; the center cannot hold; 
    Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world, 

    The blood-dimmed tide is loosed, and everywhere 
    The ceremony of innocence is drowned; 

    The best lack all conviction, while the worst 
    Are full of passionate intensity.” 

 
I feel as though these words are true for us today. Have you felt like you are spiritually drifting?  Have 
you struggled with lethargy and complacency?  The combination of on-going quarantine and continued 
unrest, have made life difficult and depressing.  We watch our nation and in particular, our urban 
centers, facing an onslaught of violence and feel hopeless and helpless. The relentless news programs 
seem to dominate our minds which only serves to perpetuate the cycle of negativity.  As Psalm 11.3 
says, when the very foundations our lives are being destroyed, what are we to do?  As followers of Jesus 
we cannot standby and do nothing.  Receiving the heart and mind of Christ is the first step towards 
shifting our focus and this is done by prayer.  
 
As announced last week, this letter is the last weekly letter with other communications only being 
sent when important updates are forthcoming. Instead, we will launch on August 1st, Thirty-One Days 
of Prayer Through Ephesians, for the month of August. This will be 31 daily portions of Scripture 
from Ephesians accompanied by suggested personal and intercessory prayers from the Pastors of 
GVBC. These daily prayer guides will be directly emailed to you every morning. If you are not on the 
internet, hard copies will be mailed to you on a weekly basis.   
 
In reflecting on Yeats’ line “Things fall apart; the center cannot hold”, I am reminded of Colossians 1.17-
18 which says that “all things have been created through him and for him. He is before all things, and in 
him all things hold together.”  Christ the center of all truth and reality is the one we cry to asking His 
intercession for a broken world that lacks a center.   
 
Worshipping Christ the Center, 
Pastor Doug (on behalf of the Board and Staff of GVBC) 
 


