
GVBC Sermon Study Notes – The Story of Family  
Genesis 39 | Leaving Our Cloak Behind 

May 9, 2021 

 

vv.1-6  What we’ve had 
1Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt.  Potiphar, an Egyptian who was one of Pharaoh’s 
officials, the captain of the guard, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had taken him there.  
2The Lord was with Joseph so that he prospered, and he lived in the house of his Egyptian 
master.  3When his master saw that the Lord was with him and that the Lord gave him success 
in everything he did, 4Joseph found favor in his eyes and became his attendant.  Potiphar put 
him in charge of his household, and he entrusted to his care everything he owned.  5From the 
time he put him in charge of his household and of all that he owned, the Lord blessed the 
household of the Egyptian because of Joseph.  The blessing of the Lord was on everything 
Potiphar had, both in the house and in the field.  6So Potiphar left everything he had in Joseph’s 
care; with Joseph in charge, he did not concern himself with anything except the food he ate.   
 
 

What Joseph had 

 From a favored son to a slave 
 From Hebrew to Egyptian language 
 From Israelite culture to Egyptian 
 From nomadic to sedentary lifestyle 
 From rural to urban environment 

 
 

Joseph had God’s Favor   vv.2-6 
 Potiphar saw God was with Joseph 
 Lord gave him success in everything 
 Joseph found favor 
 Put him in charge of the household 
 Left everything in Joseph’s care 
 God blessed the household 
 Joseph in charge 
 

 
 

vv.7-19 What we’ve lost 

Now Joseph was well-built and handsome, 7and after a while his master’s wife took notice of 
Joseph and said, “Come to bed with me!”  8But he refused.  “With me in charge,” he told her, 
“my master does not concern himself with anything in the house; everything he owns he has 
entrusted to my care.  9No one is greater in this house than I am.  My master has withheld 
nothing from me except you, because you are his wife.  How then could I do such a wicked thing 



and sin against God?”  10And though she spoke to Joseph day after day, he refused to go to bed 
with her or even be with her.  11One day he went into the house to attend to his duties, and none 
of the household servants was inside.  12She caught him by his cloak and said, “Come to bed 
with me!”  But he left his cloak in her hand and ran out of the house.  13When she saw that he 
had left his cloak in her hand and had run out of the house, 14she called her household servant.  
“Look,” she said to them, “this Hebrew has been brought to us to make sport of us!  He came in 
here to sleep with me, but I screamed.  15When he heard me scream for help, he left his cloak 
beside me and ran out of the house.”  16She kept his cloak beside her until his master came 
home.  17Then she told him this story:  “That Hebrew slave you brought us came to me to make 
sport of me.  18But as soon as I screamed for help, he left his cloak beside me and ran out of the 
house.”  19When his master heard the story his wife told him, saying, “This is how your slave 
treated me,” he burned with anger.  20Joseph’s master took him and put him in prison, the place 
where the king’s prisoners were confined. 
 
 

Generally speaking 
 Temptation is to be expected in days of prosperity rather than in those of struggle 
 Temptation is hardest to resist when it arises from unexpected quarters 
 Temptation creates a tension which demands a choice 
 Temptation finds its strength in our weakness 
 Temptation has sinister timing and uses every opportunity 

 
 

Joseph dealt with temptation by . . . 
 Reasoning with her                                           (vv.8-10) 
 Reminding her of his commitment to her husband  (v.8) 
 Recognizing this would be a sin before God       (v.9) 
 Refusing even to be around her        (v.10) 
 Running      (v.12) 

 
 
“With irresistible power desire seizes mastery over the flesh. It makes no difference whether it 
is sexual desire, or ambition, or vanity or desire for revenge. At this moment God is quite unreal 
to us, He loses all reality and only desire of the creature is real; the only reality is the devil. 
Satan does not fill us with hatred of God, but forgetfulness. The power of clear discrimination 
and decision are taken from us.”   - Dietrich Bonhoeffer. 
 
 
What is more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain 
Christ.  Philippians 3:8   
 
 



vv.20-23 What we’ve gained 

But while Joseph was there in the prison, 21the Lord was with him; he showed him kindness and 
granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden.  22So the warden put Joseph in charge of all 
those held in the prison, and he was made responsible for all that was done there.  23The warden 
paid no attention to anything under Joseph’s care, because the Lord was with Joseph and gave 
him success in whatever he did. 
 
 
“In the intoxication of youthful success I had felt myself to be infallible, and was therefore cruel. 
In my most evil moments I was convinced that I was doing good, and I was well supplied with 
systematic arguments. And it was only when I lay there on rotting prison straw that I sensed 
within myself the first stirrings of good. Gradually, it was disclosed to me that the lines 
separating good and evil passes not through states, not between classes, nor between political 
parties – but right through every human heart  . . . so, bless you prison, for having been in my 
life.” -  Alexander Solzhenitsyn 
 
 
For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works which God prepared in 
advance for us to do.  Ephesians 2:10 
 
 
Growing in Gravitas 
 
 
“It is doubtful whether God can bless a man greatly until He has hurt him deeply.”  A.W.Tozer 
 
 
God’s Gravitational Pull 
 
 
Closing questions: 

 What do you need to leave behind? 

 What is God preparing you for now? 


